Financial Aid
Resources and Facts
Learn about tuition
funding options and
how dropping classes
and academic progress
affects financial aid.

Financial Aid
Resources and Facts
Southwest Virginia Community College’s financial aid
year starts with summer semesters. Students seeking
financial aid are required to submit a new Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form in order to apply for
financial aid starting with the summer semester every year.
The current FAFSA year is 2021-2022, this will allow the
student to obtain aid for Summer 2021, Fall 2021, and
Spring 2022 semesters.

We’re Here to Help!
Everyone’s financial situation is unique and there are many different
funding options available. Our Financial Aid Office is here to help you
with everything from completing the FAFSA to verifying eligibility and
applying for grants or other sources of aid. Contact information is
listed on the last page.

Funding Options
Pell Grants
Federal Pell Grants are awarded to undergraduate students based on
financial need. Apply for these funds at fafsa.gov. If you need additional
help contact our financial aid office.

COMA and VCCS Grants
The Commonwealth Award (COMA) and Virginia Community College
System (VCCS) grants are awarded to students with an Earned Family
Contribution (ERC) between $5571 and $9000, among other requirements.

Federal SEOG
The Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) is a grant
program that is awarded, based on need, to in-state and out-of-state
students enrolled in at least six credit hours.

PTAP Grant
The Part-time Tuition Assistance Program (PTAP) Grant is a state program
based on need and awarded to eligible students who are enrolled for 1 to 8
credits a semester.
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Funding Options
Tobacco Commission Grant
The Tobacco Commission Grant is a “last dollar” grant, this means that if
they have no other aid and are in an eligible program, (determined by the
Tobacco Grant guidelines), they may be eligible for tuition.

Buchanan County Connect (BCC)
BCC will pay tuition for Buchanan County residents who meet certain
eligibility requirements. Learn more at https://go.sw.edu/bcc

Tazewell County Connect (TCC)
TCC will pay tuition for Tazewell County residents who meet certain
eligibility requirements. Learn more at http://go.sw.edu/tcc

Russell County (RACE)
RACE will pay tuition for Russell County residents who meet certain
requirements. Learn more at http://go.sw.edu/race

Foundation Schoplarships
apply for these scholarships each year for the fall/spring semester. Details
on scholarships and deadlines are at https://sw.edu/scholarships

FACA (Financial Aid Course Audit)
FACA will not pay for a course that is not in a selected program of study.

Lifetime Pell
The amount of Federal Pell Grant funds you may receive over your lifetime
is limited by federal law to be the equivalent of six years of Pell Grant
funding. Since the amount of a scheduled Pell Grant award you can receive
each award year is equal to 100%, the six-year equivalent is 600%.
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Funding Options
Year Round Pell (YRP)
Year Round Pell allows enrollment in three full time semesters (summer,
fall, spring) in one financial aid year. Enrollment in at least 6 credit hours
in the spring is needed to be eligible to use their Year Round Pell. Examples
are detailed below. Contact our Financial Aid Office with questions.

YRP Example 1
A student is awarded financial aid for the 2021-2022 year. If the student
attends full time in the Summer 2021 and full time in the Fall 2021, then
the student has used the entire amount of PELL for that financial aid year.
If the student wants to continue to attend in the Spring, we will pull from
the 2022-2023 financial aid year to cover Spring tuition. Even though the
student is using from the future, they will only be allowed 12 full time
semesters of financial aid.

YRP Example 2
A student attends part time Summer 2021, full time Fall 2021, which will
leave the student with a part time award in the Spring. If the student
decides to go full time in the Spring 2022, we will pull from the 2022-2023
financial aid year. The part time 2021-2022 financial aid that the student
did not use will be put on for the future financial aid. So, no matter how the
student uses the lifetime limit, they will not lose any financial aid.

Dropping Classes
Information on last day to add drop without academic penalty for a term
can be found online in the academic calendar at https://sw.edu/schedule or
you can call our Admissions Office at 276-964-7238.
Students dropping classes before the last day to add/drop during the term
they are enrolled in will not be penalized with financial aid and will not
receive a Withdrawal (W) on their transcript.
Students dropping classes after the last day to add/drop for that term will
receive a Withdrawal (W) on their transcript. A student who drops all their
classes after the last day to add/drop date and receives W’s for all their
classes will have a Return to Title IV (R2T4) funding calculated and may
owe money back to the Department of Education.

Students who drop classes a�er financial aid has been
disbursed (receiving refund), will have their aid
adjusted and will owe money back to the college.

SAP

(Satisfactory Academic Progress)

150% - If a student has a 150% appeal this means the student has
completed over 150% of the credit hours needed to complete the current
program they are in and have not received a degree. This is usually because
the student has changed programs, or is in a small credit program such as
Health Science Tech. The student will need to meet with their advisor to
complete the appeal form and attach their academic plan before coming to
the financial aid office.
67%/GPA- If a student has not completed 67% of the courses they have
attempted, or their GPA is below 2.0 they will be required to complete the
appeal process. The student has three steps before they are no longer
eligible for federal or state aid.
1. The first time the student will receive a warning letter letting them know
they are close to reaching one or the other.
2. If the student continues to receive W’s or unsatisfactory grades then they
will be required to complete the appeal. The student will need to provide
documentation as to why they did not complete their courses or why
their grades were unsatisfactory. This can be attached to the appeal form
and turned into financial aid office, where they will meet with Diane
Jackson, to discuss their appeal.
3. If the student continues to make unsatisfactory progress then they will
be notified that they are required to complete the academic plan appeal.
This is the last chance the student has to make satisfactory grades. The
student will be required to meet with their advisor, complete the appeal
form, attach documentation, and a program plan. The student will meet
with a Financial Aid Specialist, to discuss the appeal.

Financial Aid Office Staff
Donna Price (Coordinator)

276-964-7287

Jacky Rakes (Specialist)

276-964-7292

Diane Jackson (Specialist)

276-964-7291

Adrianna Culbertson (Specialist)

276-964-7290

Cheryl Nelson (Scholarship Spec.)

276-964-7286

Online Financial Aid Resources
h�ps://sw.edu/apply-for-financial-aid/

